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e GM Elettronica che ci
supportano sempre con
grande entusiasmo, salutando
gli amici venuti dalla vicina
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appuntamento al 2004.

da Pietro I2BUM un regalo per tutti noi!
FILTRO AL QUARZO PER UP CONVERTER
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fondoscala

Il tempo e il connettore

Ci sono giornate nelle quali ¢ impossibile fare cio che si vorrebbe. Non importa che giorno sia, che ora sia o con chi vi

trovate, non ci riuscirete e basta.

Andrea lo sapeva, avendo studiato le leggi di Murphy, ma voleva ignorare le avvisaglie che il destino si impegnava a
mostrargli, sfidandolo apertamente a duello. Quella mezz’ora di giovedi sera, fra il telegiornale e gli impegni di lavoro
sembrava fatta apposta per montare il connettore sull’unico cavo dela sua stazione ancora non intestato.

A suggerire di lasciar perdere ci provo la moglie, chiedendogli una mano per riordinare una parte dell’armadio:

“Ma (omiss) Devi farlo proprio staserar”

Era stata la risposta; ma ci si era messo anche il capo ufficio, che telefono quando ormai stava sistemando il saldatore sul

tavolo.

“Ma va ‘sto (omiss), deve rompermi i (omiss) anche dopocena, ma perché non va a farsi una (fungo omiss)!”.
Ma lui niente, imperterrito, dopo aver messo giu il telefono ritorno al tavolo fissando il fondoschiena alla sedia. Per nulla al

mondo si sarebbe alzato da 1i.

Aveva gia preparato tutto: taglierino, spelafili, limetta, stagno, succhiastagno, morsetto, termorestringente e chiavi della
misura giusta. La battaglia stava per iniziare e voleva vincerla al centesimo di decibel. Alla fine quel connettore avrebbe
dovuto sembrare uscito dalla Amphenol gia con quel cavo attaccato. Fino a 2,4 GHz e cosi sia.

Un OM piu anziano, quando il figlio lo distolse dal suo daffare per mostrargli che aveva rotto 'ultimo gioco, della serie:

“Papi, si ¢ rotto quello che mi hai appena comperato, me lo aggiusti?”

Avrebbe ammesso, con un po’ di umilta, che ormai non era nelle condizioni psico-fisiche per poter fare un buon lavoro, e
avrebbe rinunciato. In verita questa frase la pronuncio fra sé e sé, ma la mano accese il saldatore come spinta da un
automatismo, e mentre 1 gradi centigradi cominciavano a salire, correva anche la lancetta dell’'orologio. Dodici minuti in

meno, in diminuzione... (omziss; omiss)!

La coscienza urlava di lasciar perdere, di farlo qualche giorno dopo, ma I’anima del’OM gridava vendetta, dicendo anche
parolacce che non potevano uscire, ma che arrivarono alle labbra quando si rese conto che il gioco del figlio non era cosi
semplice da sistemare. Dallo stomaco atriva aun’accecamento, una rabbia, un sentimento di petsecuzione.

Fatto! Finalmente, e mentre il piccolo prese fra le mani il gioco gli occhi di Andrea incrociarono dinuovo le
lancette: nove minuti ancora. S#a-omiss! Soltanto nove minuti, ma ce avrebbe fatta lo stesso, se allungando il braccio per
rimboccarsi le maniche del pigiama non raccolse nel polsino la punta del saldatore a 360 gradi circa.

Ouwmiss, omiss, , 0n1iss, , 0miss, , 0SS, , 077185, , OWISS...
Mutrphy 1, Andrea 0.
Meditate...

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW
Call: IU2M Operator(s): I2WIJ Station: IU2M

Class: SOSB(A)/40 HP QTH: Milano Opr. Time (hrs): 25

Banda 40 metri — QSOs 1305 — WAZ Zones 37 Countries 125
Total Score = 410,022

Comments:
Doveva essere un serio tentativo ma eventi imprevisti, di carattere
personale nei giorni precedenti il contest, mi hanno impedito di
prepararmi a dovere, per cui ho operato solo per 25 ore, sulle teoriche 4¢
disponibili. L'avvio, a 108 qso nella prima ora, sembrava molto buono,
ma le cose sono molto cambiate nelle ore successive.
Ad ogni modo ho operato per lavorare tutte le zone che ho sentito,
tranne la 39 (non sono riuscito a passare sul pileup di TO4WW da
Europa Island AF-009). Non ho mai sentito la zona 12 e, purtoppo
anche la 19!) Invece, bella soddisfazione, sono stato chiamato da 5X1X,
zona 37: questa zona manca a molte stazioni, anche big, ind0M!. Ho
lavorato come singolo operatore ASSISTED, cio¢ con l'utilizzo del
Packet ma, come anche K1TO ha commentato, il packet ¢ spesso piu
una distazione che un'assitenzal). L'esperienza personale infatti mi ha
fatto lavorare molte stazioni poco prima cle venissero spottate e fossero
poi sommerse dal pileup. Il divertimento comunque c'¢ stato e poi c'e
sempre il prossimo anno, per tenatre un punteggio migliore!
Ciao, Bob — I2WIJ

IW2FHF, Sergio

CORSO DI RUSSO

Il corso per imparare a condurre un QSO in lingua
russa condotto da Alfredo, IK2RPJ, giunto alla
seconda lezione, riprendera regolarmente martedi 13
gennaio 2004 alle ore 21

Siete invitati a2 non perdete ’appuntamento!

A tutti gli amici che ricevono NL, agli
Associati alla Sezione ARI di Milano ed ai
loro familiari, vadano gli auguri di buon
Natale e felice anno nuovo (sereno e pieno di
dx...) da parte del Consiglio Direttivo. La
NewsLetter va in vacanza e la ritroverete
nella vostra e-mail, piena di novita, nella
speranza che possa rispondere sempre meglic
alle vostre aspettative, a meta gennaio.
Scriveteci! newsletter@arimi.it
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IL REGALO DI NATALE DI PIETRO, I2BUM AL FORUM DELLA NEWSLETTER

FILTRO AL QUARZO PER UP-CONVERTER

Tra la realizzazione di uno stupendo ricetrans ed un altro, Pietro ha trovato il tempo fer progettare e costruire
questo filtro al quarzo che pensiamo possa essere di interesse comune. A Pietro un ringraziamento per tutto
quello che ha fatto quest’anno per la NewsLetter e in generale per la Sezione.

ﬁ"“m - | Faks f e Y
Vista senza il coperchio di chiusura. Si notano le 4 coppie di
filtri con interposti gli schermi con sopra i finger di massa.(per il

coperchio) Sotto le bobine sono disposti i compensatori di
taratura, regolabili dal lato opposto
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CURVA DI RISPOSTA DEL FILTRO

Per chi vuole tentare 'autocostruzione di un buon
ricevitore in ssb deve scegliere tra la singola e la doppia
conversione. Mentre per il mixer sono disponibili diverse
buone soluzioni, per il filtro a quarzo ci sono solo 2
possibilita: “ladder” autocostruito nel campo 4/10 Mc,
oppure tipi commerciali 8/16 poli generalmente

a 9 M, costosi e intermodulanti. Cio porta
inevitabilmente a optare per la singola conversione,
poiché per la doppia sarebbe preferibile avere una prima
media oltre i 40 Mc., eliminando cosi immagine e
sottoprodotti di conversione. Le caratteristiche di un
buon filtro dopo la prima conversione, si possono cosi
riassumete: a) frequenza 45/70 Mc, b) larghezza di banda
a3 dB ca 5/7 K, ¢) larghezza di banda a 60 dB ca 15
Kc, d) attenuazione fuori banda oltre 100 dB; il tutto con
bassa perdita di inserzione e bassa intermodulazione.
Non avendo trovato disponibilita sul mercato, ho
impiegato 4 coppie di filtri economici reperibili presso la
RF elettronica, in una configurazione bilanciata con
induttanze risonanti sulla stessa frequenza. In questo
modo il filtro ¢ in grado di trasferire segnali di oltre 0
dBm con bassa intermodulazione. Ad es: 2 segnali di
ingresso, 54.46 e 54.48 Mc di 0 dBm presentano all’uscita
una IMD3 (54.5 Mc) di —70 dBm, I'IP3 ¢ di + 26 dBm
mentre scende a + 25 dBm nel caso di 2 segnali 54.49 ¢
54.495 Mc. I 3 compensatori di taratura permettono di
ottenere la curva ottimale che si vede in figura. Se non si
dispone di analizzatore, bisogna armarsi di pazienza con
generatore di segnali e voltmetro di uscita ricavando un
grafico a punti. La tecnica costruttiva richiede 'impiego
della vetronite doppio rame sp. 1.6 mm.(sp. 0.8 per i
separatori).Le dimensioni esterne sono 86x40x H = 20
mm. Come si vede dalla foto, dopo il taglio, le piastrine
vengono saldate lungo gli spigoli a stagno. I filtri singoli
trovano collocazione in apposite fenditure ricavate nei
separatori. In alto, sui separatori sono saldate delle lamine
elastiche di bronzo dentellate da 50 micron per ottenere
un miglior contatto col coperchio. Lo stesso ¢ fissato poi
con viti da 2 MA ai 6 dadi saldati sulla sommita dello
scatolino. Considerando I’alta attenuazione (oltre 100 dB)
va curata particolarmente la schermatura. Su tutte le
piastrine che compongono la scatola (compreso il
coperchio), vanno collegate elettricamente le 2 facce
tramite fili saldati. Per I'ingresso e uscita vanno utilizzati
connettori SMB. A taratura ultimata il filtro deve
risultare reversibile.

Orizz. = 4 Kc/ div; vertic. = 10 dB/div; Segnale di ingr. = 0 dBm; Uscita = -6 dBm;
Banda passante = 5.5 Kc entro 2 dB; 7 Kc entro 6 dB; 16 Kc entro 60 dB; 24 Kc

entro 95 dB; attenuaz. fuori banda = oltre 104 dB
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FARE BENE L'APRS FA BENE ALL'APRS

Torno sull'argomento. Stavolta per affrontare un tema specifico e dietro esplicita richiesta. L'uso del SSID.

Secondo quanto stabilito dal Protocollo APRS un beacon APRS deve contenere a seguito del nominativo della
stazione che lo ha emesso il SSID identificativo secondo i seguenti significati :

SSID-Specified Icons in the AX.25 Source Address Field
SSID Icon SSID Icon
-0 [no icon] -8 Ship (power boat)
-1 Ambulance -9 Car
-2 Bus -10 Motorcycle
-3 Fire Truck -11 Balloon
-4 Bike -12 Jeep
-5 Yacht -13 Recreational Vehicle
-6 Helicopter -14 Truck
-7 Small Aircraft -15 Van

In verita la stringa contiene anche un carattere che identifica univocamente la icona che si vuole trasmettere.
Questo carattere viene preceduto da una barra o da una barra rovesciata,, / -\ , che hanno il significato di fare
usare al sw una tabella oppure un'altra.In sostanza esistono molte icone diverse caricabili da tabelle diverse. Questc
carattere assume importanza basilare per chi opera in APRS utilizzando un PC e il software Ui_View. Chi utilizza
i THD7, i1 TMD700 e le altri possibili combinazioni stand-alone e non utilizza le funzioni specifiche "vede" su
display solo il call e I'SSID ricevuti. Quindi iw2fus, iw2fus-1, iw2fus-2 ecc. nelle intenzioni sono diversi ma di fatto
non sono distinguibili e quel che ¢ peggio generano incertezze.

Quando si cominciarono ad installare 1 primi digipeaters APRS sorse il problema della loro identificazione.

Allora neppure si parlava di "Nominativi Ministeriali e neppure di Autorizzazioni". La stazione XYZ come poteva
essere distinta dal digi XYZ? Osservando la tabella qui sopra si nota come sono state previste Icone e SSID che,
nel nostro paese, sono di fatto inutilizzabili. Quelle relative ai mezzi aereie/o volanti. Si decise di adottare una
forma comune di "attribuzione " di SSID e Icona per i digipeaters. Nacquero cosiivari ""-11,icona stella, ""
che, per coloro i quali operavano in APRS senza l'ausilio di un PC e del relativo sw, rendevano riconoscibili i digi
dalle stazioni "normali".

Secondo lo stesso criterio ci si domanda ora come sarebbe possibile ottenere lo stesso risultato per identificare
correttamente la "" Seconda Stazione "" , visto che capita sempre piu sovente di essere in APRS da una localita
diversa, contemporaneamente alla nostra stazione abituale incustodita temporaneamente.

Visto che non si riesce ad uscire con il beacon: nominativo/portatile oppure il classico /5 .. /iv3 .. /ix1 e che
allo scopo molti usano il ssid della zona generando dubbi, la soluzione per la stazione temporaneamente attiva
contemporaneamente alla " solita abituale " che si propone ¢ : SSID =-7 .

Essendo uno di quelli che non si possono usare, dal punto di vista del significato, e interpretando la notadi
pagina 10 (*¥) dell' APRS Protocol Reference — Protocol Version 1.0, "" il SSID ¢ significativo in assenza di
carattere (symbol code)"" | si otterrebbe lo scopo senza nessuno sforzo. Basta uniformarsi.

Quando siamo nella nostra seconda casa per il fine settimana, quando abbiamo bisogno di una seconda stazione
(fissa) per una dimostrazione in una scuola, in una fiera, quando segnaliamo in APRS il nostro contestteam, ecc.
ecc. usiamo il nostro call con il SSID -7 e utilizziamo l'icona significativa. Chi ci vedesse sul monitor non avrebbe
dubbi e cosi neppure il nostro amico (e gli altri ) che vedendo il -7 capirebbero immediatamente di che cosa si
tratta.

I migliori auguri di buon APRS a tutti. 73 de Luigi, IW2FUS
(Sysop di IR2AL - Digipeater della Sezione ARI di Milano)
IW2FUS@arimi.it

(*) Note: The icon specified by the SSID in the Source Address is ignored if there is a Symbol Code in the
APRS data in the AX.25 Information field.
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The Ohio/Penn DX Bulletin

Ohio/Penn Dx Bulletin No.:639 — Dicembre 15, 2003
Editor Tedd Mirgliotta KBENW

6Y, JAMAICA. Ron, 4S7RO0, is active as 6Y5/4S7RO and states that he is on 40 meters CW most evenings (between 2300 -0500z). Before that time he can
be found on 20 meters SSB or CW. QSL via GOIAS.

ARCTIC GRID EXPEDITION. Jeffrey/KGOVL and Justin/K9MU will depart St. Paul, MN, at 11:30 am on January 1st. Beginning January 3rd, the two
operators will activate Grids EO16 and EO26 for the next couple of weeks. Operators will sign VE4/K9MU (from EO16) and VE4/KGOVL (from EO26). Their
activity will be on HF, 50, 144 and 903 MHz. Liaison freq uency is 7268 kHz (Days) and 3958 kHz (Evenings). Because of increased traffic on 7268, they will
also monitor 7265 kHz (+/-). Their interesting travel plans and planned operation details can be read on the following Web page at:
http://www.gsl.net/k9mu/ArcticGridExpedition.html

HC8, GALAPAGOS ISLANDS. By the time you read this, Mike, G4IUF, should be active from here again as G4lUF/HC8 until January 11th. Activity will be
on 160-10 meters CW/SSB.

HGO04, HUNGARY (Special Prefix). Tibor, HG4l, informs OPDX that he will be using the special callsign HG04HNY between December 10th and January
12th. The special event callsign, HGO4HNY, stands for: The 04 as a call area is the last two n umbers of newcoming year and the HNY suffix is the
abbreviation of the phrase "Happy New Year". Activity will be on all HF bands (including the WARC bands) on the following modes: CW, RTTY, BPSK,
SSB, (FM on 29 MHz). He will try to take a part in all HF co ntests during the activity period. The stations are valid as a separate multiplier in the HA -HNY
activity contest. See the rules on SM3CER's contest sevice Web site: http://www.sk3bg.se/contest/c2004 jan.htm QSL via only direct (SASE) to HG4l: Mr
Tibor Szabo, A.R.S. HG4l, H-2465 Rackeresztur, Budai u. 6., Hungary. ADDED NOTE: The special QSLs are ready to send. Please send the QSLs for
former HGO1HNY, HGO2HNY and HGO3HNY to the same address above.

H18,DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (Update from OPDX.635). Hiro, JA6WFM, who will be working in the Dominican Republic for the next year, has been
authorized to operate as JAGBWFM/HI8. He did not receive the requested callsign HI8J. More details and QSL route will be an nounced later.

HI9, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (Update from OPDX.638). Bill, N7OU, informs OPDX that he will be in HI9 -land from February 17-26th. Bill will be active on
160-10 meters before and after the contest, CW only. QSL via N70U.

IOTANEWS............ccooo

EU-047. Juergen "Jo", DL1AB, will be active as DL1AB/p from Baltrum Island (N -06 for the German Island Award) between December 25th and January
2nd. Activity will be on 80 and 40 meters SSB. QSL via his homecall to the bu reau.

0C-137. Steve, GOUIH, is expected to be active again this week as VK2IAY/4 from Lamb Island between December 16 -18th. QSL via GOUIH either
direct or through the bureau.

0C-265. Operators David/VK4GL and Peter/VK4APG hav e announced a possible activation of Cato Island using the callsign VK4GL/P between

December 14-17th. Activity will be on 20 meters SSB. This is a low key single antenna station operation. Fishing may take precedence. QSL to
VK4APG.

SA-032 - SA-091. Marco, CE6TBN, will be active from Riesco Island (SA -091) January 12-15th and Wellington Island (SA-032) January 17-20th. Activity
will be on 40/20/17/15/12/10 meters SSB. QSL via N1IBM. For more info, visit the Web page at: http://www.mdxc.org/ce6tbn/tour2004

LIGHTHOUSE ACTIVITY...........

Jim, K9BIG, will be activating a few lighthouses for the ARLHS Christmas Lights QSO party that runs fro m December 20th to January 5th. Look for Jim to
sign K9BIG/p on 40-10 meters on or around the following suggested frequencies: 7270, 14270, 21370 and 28370 (+/ -depending on QRM, nets, other
activations etc.). He is also going to bring his portable 6 -meter beam just for fun. Jim plans to activate the following lighthouses:

December 20th - Kenosha Southport Light, Kenosha, WI (ARLHS USA-912) December 21st - Kenosha Pierhead, Kenosha, WI (ARLHS USA-416)

January 3rd - Windpoint Light, Racine WI (ARLHS USA-894) January 4th - North Breakwater Racine, Wl (ARLHS USA-682)
QSL via his home callsign (QRZ.com).

Deacon Dave, W1MCE, will be activating the Portsmouth Harbor New Hampshire Lighthouse (ARLHS USA -662) during the Lighthouse Christmas
Lights QSO Party. Specific date is unknown, but he will be on 40 then 20 meters from the mobile. So, look for him to sign W1MCE/m. His total
operating schedule is hoped to be 3 hours each day on 2 different days. He has a 1 1/2 hour commute to get there. All QSOs will be QSLed
automatically. Please don't send Deacon Dave any QSL cards.

Jim, K&JIM, is expected or has plans to activate two Louisiana lighthouses located in the New Orleans area on the opening day of Lighthouse Christmas
Lights QSO Party. The pair includes New Canal Lighthouse (ARLHS USA -536) and Port Ponchartrain (ARLHS USA-650). These will mark the 13th and
14th activations of 2003 for Jim. The tentative time of operation for New Canal is 1500z on Saturday, December 20th for two hours. T his means his activity
from Port Ponchartrain will start about 1800z. Both lighthouses are on Lake Ponchartrain. QSL cards will be available via K5JIM (QRZ.com address)

with a SASE.

QSL INFO AND NEWS................

Zik, DL/VE3ZIK (4N1DX), reports that the latest ARRL 10m Contest QSL routes will be published on Thursday, December 18th on the Web page at:
http://www.contesting.info

The logs for the November 3G2D DXpedition to Damas Island (IOTA SA -086, DICE-201) are now available on the Mediterraneo DX Club Web site at:
http://www.mdxc.org/logsearch.asp

The correct QSL route for A7/GOMKT is NM7H. You can send QSL cards either via the RSGB or ARRL bureau.

Champ, E21EIC/XWH1IC, reports that he is no longer the QSL Manager for E20NTS. Champ was his manager for long time, but now E20NTS wants to
handle his QSL cards by himself. So, send all direct QSLs for E20NTS, E20NTS/8 and E20NTS/P to E20NTS's address (S upote Saripan, 19/65 Moo 5,
Soi Thensoun, Klong Thanon, Saimai, Bangkok, 10220 THAILAND) or via the Bureau. Champ also states that many people have been sending QSLs
for HS9IFG/P and HS1CKC/P to him, but he is not the QSL Manager for them.

Vasil, RW6HS, states to QSL 11XJP to: Pietro Corradi, via Dante Alighieri 18, Ventimiglia, IM 18039 ITALY.
Ken, K6LA, was active in the ARRL 10 Meter Contest this past weekend as VY2TT from Prince Edward Island. QSL via K6LA.

NOT THE QSL MANAGER. Roger, W3SZ, has b een receiving a bunch of inquiries and even some QSLs for C6ALZ (who was active in the CQWW SSB
DX Contest), and he states that he IS NOT the QSL Manager for this station. He has no idea where that information came from. He doesn't even operate
HF and has never been out of the country. OPDX has tried to find the manager, but NO LUCK!
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Alex, RW3RN, informs OPDX that he is now the QSL Manager for C 4M (in the CQ WW DX Contest 2003). He is also now the new QSL Manager for
R3ARC/1 (July 26-29th, 2000) and R1INWS (July 29-31st, 2000) for activity from Vorony Island and Nemetsky Kuzov Island (both EU -147). Alex has
received the logs from former QSL Manager (UA3BZ) and about 2500 QSLs (from bureau) + 200 envelopes. QSL via RW3RN, Alex Kuznetsov, Box 57,
Tambov-23,392023 Russia. His E-mail address is: rw3rn@tmb.ru Alex's (RW3RN-QSL-Service) Web page is at: http://www.tmb.ru/~i011f/service.html

TIOM QSL STATUS. Bill, AKOA, reports that all cards received via direct and from the Bureau have been answered as of December 10th and mailed. So, if
you're looking for a card, please resend to AKOA direct only. Stations who have sent via the Bureau wait a while and U.S. stations who have sent via the Bureau
will have to resend direct.

NEW BUREAU QSL ROUTE FOR TX4PG. Silvano, I2YSB, reports that there is a new Bureau QSL for the TX4PG operation (and the next DXpedition to
Tokelau ZK3). The QSL Managers of these two DXpeditions are now: I12YSB, directed QSL ONLY and M5AAV, QSL Bureau ONLY.

Photos of the recent VBAQZ DXpedition to Brunei are now available online at: http://www.mdxc.org/v8aqz

QSL MANAGER/ROUTE CHANGE. Please QSL WL7M via WDOM. Joe, WDOM (ex -WL7M), has moved from Alaska to Colorado, and will be happy to provide a
QSL for all the fine folks who need one. Address is OK on QRZ.com.

QSL YA1BV via JA1PBV: Sadao Ito, 3-8-12 Baraki, Ishioka-city, Ibaraki, 315-0042 JAPAN

ZL7C QSL STATUS. Ken Holdom, ZL2HU (ZL4HU), Group Organizer/Team Leader/QSL Manager, provides an update on the processing of QSL cards for the
ZL7C Chatham Islands DXpedition in October 2002: "We began processing cards approximately one year ago and to date there have been 23384 QSOs replied
to directly with a further 9267 via the bureau. This gives us a total of 32651 QSOs which have been replied to out o f a total of 72,213. A 45% QSL rate in the first
year. As of this coming Monday, December 15th, 2003, there will be NO unanswered QSLs on hand. Please do not flood me with E -mails about QSL cards sent
via the bureau as we are all only too well aware that this system takes considerably longer than the direct method. If you have any questions regarding direct
QSL'ing, | am only too willing to answer these. At the present time there is a 24 hour turn -around for direct QSLs for all of our three DXpeditions, ZL 8RI in May
1996 (not for the pirate operations at later dates), ZL9CI in January 1999 and ZL7C in October 2002. Any other

enquiries, comments etc. are most welcome. The Kermadec DX Association would like to take this opportunity of wishing you all a very m erry Christmas and a
very happy and enjoyable DXing 2004. Regards to all.... Ken Holdom ZL2HU and ZL4HU

S9, SAO TOME. Charles, S9SS, also Station Manager for Voice of America's IBB Sao Tome transmitting station, has been trying to work North American
stations on topband (160m). He states that this band is just too noisy. However, he will try again this coming Friday night (starting possibly around 1900z),
conditions permitting. If you need him on the other bands, try 20 meters CW (after 0030z) or 10 meters SSB between 1900-2100z. Also, visit the following Web
page at: http:/groups.msn.com/s9ss/s9ss.msnw

SPECIAL EVENT. Andrey, UA9XC, informs OPDX that several stations will be active between 2100z, Decem ber 18th to 2100z December 21st, to celebrate
100th anniversary of Soviet Polar Explorer/Radio Operator Ernest Krenkel (RAEM). The following memorial stations will be active:

R1AEM - QTH Murmansk R6AEM - QTH Krasnodar R3AEM - QTH Kolomna, nr Moscow  R9AEM - QTH Vorkuta R4AEM - QTH Votkinsk, nr Izhevsk
ROAEM - QTH Norilsk For all callsigns, QSL Manager is UA9XC: A.Pervacov, P.O.Box 73, Syktyvkar, 167023 Russia. QSL via the bureau, E -mail is OK (
ua9xc@parma.ru ). Also, look for station RAEM (QTH San kt-Petersburg). QSL via RV1AQ. For details about Ernest Krenkel, visit the Web page at:
http://gsl.net/vu2msy/ernest.htm

TO4, EUROPA (Update). An announcement on Sunday states that the TO4E Europa team wi Il not be shutting down on December 15th, but will be active

until December 18th. The team will continue to have four stations on the air as much as possible working the low bands and modes that is needed. The

team does have a concern. A tropical depression is moving their way and may hit the island on Wednesday or Thursday. It was reported on December 10th that
the TO4E team had logged 21851 QSOs (50% on CW, 39% on SSB and 11% on RTTY). The band totals are as follows: 3264 on 10m, 2239 on 12m,

6584 on 15m, 3203 on 17m, 2847 on 20m, 1825 on 30m, 1412 on 40m, 351 on 80m and 126 on 160m. They also mentioned that 4108 QSOs were made by
TO4WW during the CQWW DX CW Contest. The Europa Web site is: http://europa2003.free.fr

VKO0, HEARD ISLAND (Update/Disappointing News). Last week we mentioned that Jim, VKONS, is reporting that a "scientific multi -interest team of fifteen
expeditioners" is preparing to leave for Heard Island in the coming days. However, Jim did not know i f there was an amateur radio operator with this team. Alan,
9V1DX (aka VKOLD and ex-VKOMM Macquarie Island 2000), informs OPDX that he is on the Australian Govt. "permanent pool" of Communcation Engineers for
expeditions to Antarctica. He has confirmed that he was originally slated to be the Communication Guy on the upcoming Heard Island short expedition; however,
he could not make the start date this time around due to other commitments. The Communication Guy going to Heard Island instead does not hold a r adio
amateur licence and is NOT interested in Amateur Radio. None of the other people on the expedition are licenced amateurs either, and nobody going to Heard
knows Morse Code. They are due to depart for Heard Island just about around the time this was w ritten. Allan states that there are only 3 VKO licences active at
the moment (himself, Rob. Sutton - who is not on the expedition and Finn Olsen - who is the Communication Guy going to Davis Station on the Antarctic
mainland for 2004). If there is any "VKO Heard Island" station on the air over the period of the expedition, it is almost certainly going to be a pirate, especially if it
is operating CW. Allan states you can obtain info on the Heard Expedition and info on Australian Govt. Antarctic activities at: http://www.aad.gov.au OPDX visited
the Web site and found it very interesting.

ZA PRESS RELEASE (PROJECT GOODWILL ALBANIA 2003 - NEWS FROM THE 5th WEEK) >From Martti, OH2BH: Press Release, December 12, 2003 --
Cold winter weather was approaching Albania when this unique program reached its final day on December 12 amid numerous ceremonies and with warm
memories from the past weeks. The program was unique in many ways - taking amateur radio to a university setting as another recognized subject while also
staging an international operating event with thousands of QSOs on a variety of bands and modes providing university students, those soon -to-be hams of
Albania, with a remarkable experience of seeing amateur radio in action and getting their hands on while studying the subject of amateur radio. Indeed, Friday
finally saw these fine students of the Polytechnic University of Tirana taking their full license (CEPT A) exam under the watchful eye of the

licensing authority ERT, Enti Regulatory | Telekomunikaciove of Albania. With these extremely capable 4th and 5th year students, the required CEPT passing
grade of 65% was met and well exceeded by 95% of the students resulting in 39 new licensees in Albania and doubling th e amateur radio population of this what
once was a much sought-after country on radio. While participating in the graduation ceremony, Ole Garpestadt, LA2RR, IARU Region 1 Chairman,
congratulated the new licensees, welcomed them to the bands and credited the University and the program organizers with their success in conducting the
program at Albania's leading university and succeeding in something that the IARU itself may have had only limited results with in similar undertakings. LA2RR
also participated in final negotiations with Albanian authorities for their entry to CEPT and for the integration of the Albanian licensing regime to bring it into line
with the rest of the CEPT world. This would provide visiting amateurs in Albania and Albanians abroad wi th CEPT based treatment, thus giving ZA operating
privileges with no paperwork at all. No one could have expected such a scenario ten years ago when Albania stood at the top of all wanted lists the world over.
The Rector, Professor Perparim Hoxha, thanked the course organizers for bringing this extraordinary experience to the University and affirmed continuation of
the program through Professor Sonila Agago, a local teacher associated with this program, who also passed the exam. The Dean of the faculty, Professor Gezim
Karapichi, was in tears with emotion while assuring that the University Club station (ZA1UT) would have their best facilities with a new Yaesu donated lineup of
FT1000MP Field and Quadra System. The lead teacher, Ulrich Weiss, DJ2YA, presen ted a Yaesu FT847 to his best student, Eugelent Kola, with a passing
grade of 94, and described this course as a highlight of his entire professional teaching career. With his final remarks, the Project organizer, Martti Laine,
OH2BH, thanked all for their 5-week serious effort and warm friendships that had affected him personally in his long journey of activating ZA -land initially in 1970,
breaking through with a full ZA1A combined training course and DXpedition in

1991 and now establishing amateur radio as another subject as part of the University curriculum. Martti was awarded with a "Senior Fellow of Polytechnic
University of Tirana" honor at the graduation ceremony. On radio, a big bang event will be conducted this weekend to say good -bye to those who followed the
program during the past weeks and now want to wish the program participants a safe journey back home. The activity will be on many bands including the ARRL
10M contest with four stations at multiple locations, operated by DJ2YA, G3LQP, LA2RR , OH2BH, OH2PM, Z35M, Z36W, Z31GX and several local ZA
operators. The program is set to be closed on Monday, December 15th, when all participants will be flying home to their missed families and a well deserved
Christmas holiday. Albania is a Muslim country and Christmas decorations now dominate the scene to bring the Yuletide message to ZA -land. Merry Christmas
to all the Deserving from downtown Tirana."
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