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Conclusion

Brief use of this converter will make it
quite obvious to the builder that employment
of low-cost, VHF-type, RCA transistors at 144

Mc/s is not only very practical but provides
benefits well worth any effort expended in
construction. Once properly aligned, the unit
should give many years of maintenance-free
operation.
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(a)
Avoid this method if the receiver employed
in conjunction with the converter uses a

center-tap grounded heater-voltage supply.
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(C)

of Ry to give original cathode voltage.
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12000

2500 25V Adjust value of divider
resistors to suit supply

voltage of receiver.

- (B)

Measure cathode voltage of audio output

6V6 6FES
—1 gi’gg S¥g5 stage. If the shunting effect of the converter
P V lowers the voltage too much, increase value
!

+12V
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(2) RCAVS325
OR EQUIVALENT

L
(D)

Use of dry cells.

Figure 5: Four alternative methods of obtaining 412.6 volts at 10 milliamperes to operate the W20OKO converter with

the home receiver. The author employed Method “'C" in the construction of his own particular unit.

weather pictures from space by adding to

rolling pin, a rubber band, and an argon
electric light bulb.

Wendell Anderson, K2RNF, an engineer
with the Radio Corporation of America,
already has built such a “do-it-yourself”
ground station for $250 in the basement of
his home, 429 Paul Drive, Moorestown,
N. J. — and it works.

Mr. Anderson, who built his receiving
station just to prove it could be done, used
the system in its original version to obtain
weather pictures from the NIMBUS sat-

Weather satellites cost millions to build
and launch, but ham radio operators from
Moscow to Tanganyika could obtain good

their receivers such mundane items as a

RCA Amateur Radio Operator Builds $250 Ground Station
To Record Weather Pictures From TIROS Satellites

ellite launched back in September, 1964.

Stimulated by his success, the RCA en-
gineer wrote an article about his project
which appeared in the November, 1965,
issue of “QST” and received that maga-
zine’s award for the best article of the
month.

Pictures which he obtained on March 2,
1966, from ESSA 2, the twelfth TIROS
satellite, resulted in national press and
television coverage.

Right now, he’s readying his system in
anticipation of receiving weather pictures
from the new NIMBUS experimental sat-
ellite, which is scheduled for an April
launch from Vandenberg Air Force Base
in California.
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fringements of patents or other rights of third parties which
may result from its use. No license is granted by implication

or otherwise under any patent or patent rights of RCA.
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Information furnished by the Radio Corporation of America

is believed to be accurate and reliable. However, no re-
sponsibility is assumed by RCA for its use; nor for any in-

ting RCA Industrial
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lable on a two-year
subscription basis ($1 for
eight issues to cover costs

- of handling and mailing).
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RCA HAM TIPS is published
by RCA Electronic Com-
ponents and Devices, Har-
Please make check or
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